ag	CHARLES GIDE
sympathy* In this collection of articles we find the every-
day Gide, so to speak, both eloquent and familiar,
tackling the most varied and complicated subjects,
simplifying them with the lucidity of his own mind,
enlivening them with vivid images, and stamping them
always with the mark of his sincerity and his intellectual
generosity. Financial and commercial policies, inter-
national relations, social and monetary questions, prob-
lems of reparations and tariffs, he would approach them
all with a perfect indifference to the ruling opinion of the
day and in the sole thought of being true to himself. No
noble cause left him indifferent, A great advocate of
colonial expansion, he drafted striking appeals for the
rights of natives. The War once over—that War which
had robbed him of one of his sons and crippled the other
—he began to plead without pause for a policy of recon-
ciliation with Germany and of magnanimity towards the
vanquished.
The best tribute to him (and this Review in agree-
ment with the co-operators will promote it) - will be to
publish these articles, at least in part. Re-reading them, we
shall be amazed by the variety of his interests and the
correctness of his views. On monetary reform, for
Instance, on the inevitable defeat of the creditors by their
debtors in any great crisis, he displayed, thanks to a wide
culture from which he drew a keen sensibility to eco-
nomic factors, a correctness of forecast which technicians
might well have envied.
He himself never claimed to be a technician. He
regarded it as hk task to discern the nature of problems,
to indicate the purpose to be pursued, to anticipate
future tendencies, to make intelligible the irony or
tragedy of the economic and social drama in which each
of us is an unwitting actor. Men are little interested in
any but their own economic destiny. This so absorbs
their imagination as to leave them little time to look for
any significance in social evolution. It needs the soul of
a Rnoudhon or a Marx to see habitually, in every event,
a link in the chain leading, as the case may be, to greater

